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How to Watch A Band Contest
 

If you are seeing this type of show for the first time, I wish to point out some interesting facts on just what a band contest is all about.

It is difficult for the average spectator to comprehend everything that is happening on the field with the flags twirling, rifles spinning, instruments playing and the band marching. Everything is done to bring out the most in the music.

 

Here are some tips when watching a show:

1. Try to keep an overall view of the performance and not concentrate on any one portion.  The entire show is geared to expressing the music as presented by the band, both playing and marching.

 

2. The three most important individuals on the field while the band is performing are the field commanders. Each field commander has a distinctive style; he or she has to know when to control the band and when to control the crowd. At times the field commander can be a showman, but at all times he or she must be in absolute control of the band.

 

3. The most visual portion of the show is provided by the flags-they set the stage for the musical performance.

 

4. It takes an alert fan to catch all the maneuvers of the rifle section. They are an extremely busy group and they add greatly to the overall pageantry of a well-designed show.

 

5. If you enjoy highlights of performances by various bands, show your appreciation by your applause and cheers. It is the only reward the members get while performing. Your applause can inspire a band and turn a mediocre show into a fantastic performance. So after a great solo or after a big hit by the band or guard, or after a great visual, feel free to applaud and cheer, but don't be obnoxious.

 

6. Never enter the stadium seating area while a band is performing.  It is distracting to the other fans as well as the band. 

 

7. At all marching competitions, there will be judges up high, usually in the press box, talking into a recording device while the show is going on.  They are giving us feedback for things to work on.  Never confront a judge or tell them to be quiet.  They are only doing their job (this actually happened two years ago). 

 

8. It is ok to have a competitive spirit during the shows, but be careful not to talk negatively about any other band.  Somebody will hear you and this will make the OB band look bad. We never enter shows to "win".  We only want to put on a great show for the crowd and get comments from judges to help us in the future.  Always keep in mind that these are teenagers. They will mess up.  If every student in the OB band messes up only once during a show, that’s 154 mistakes.  

 

9. Whether we have a great show or a mediocre show, please encourage our kids after the performance.  Let the professionals handle the repairs and you focus on the encouraging.  

 

10. Lastly and perhaps most important to me, please, for the love of all that is good and holy in this world, don't come up to the staff after a performance and tell us what we need to fix.  We will already know what was good and what was not, but it is always discouraging when we leave the field after a performance and a parent walks up to us tells us everything that went wrong.  

 BE POSITIVE!!!

 Thanks and we hope to see you there cheering on our great band,

